Lockyer’s Middle School Newsleer March 2018
Spring Term - Issue Number 48
Headteacher: Mr M. Legge BEd (Hons) NPQH
Headteacher’s Update
Dear Parent/Carer
As we approach the end of the Spring Term I have a
number of pieces of news to share with you. Importantly
this newsle#er contains informa$on about the chari-es
that we will support for the remainder of this academic
year and provides details about how you and your
children can support this work as well as a brief update
guide to our school approach to improving pupil
aendance. This a#endance guide is to clarify our
expecta$ons for parents. We very much appreciate your
posi$ve and suppor$ve approach to this ma#er. It has, in
many cases, seen real improvement in communica$on
between home and school and supported your children
in a#ending school regularly.

(and Miss Giles) working in this much-improved environment.
Work is well underway on our new tex-les room that is
due for comple-on early in the Summer term. I am
pleased to be able to report that the windows on the
prac$cal block will also be replaced as part of this work.
The children will also have no$ced that we have replaced
the decking near the year 8 playground and entrance to
the new art room over the half term break.

Uniforms
Please can I ask that you take -me to review your
child’s school uniform as the Summer Term begins.
Please ensure that your child is wearing a suitable length
of skirt (these should not be more that 2 or 3
cen-metres above the knee), appropriate footwear
(black trainers and pumps are not part of our uniform)
Please can I remind you that term ends on Thursday 29th and not wearing trainer socks to school. Heads of year
March at 3:15pm. Children return to school on Monday will contact home if uniform is not being worn correctly.
16th April.
Parking and collec-ng your child from school
Our school will complete its Rights Respec-ng Schools Please can I ask that you give thought and care when
dropping your child oﬀ and collec$ng them each day. I
Award assessment on Thursday 19th April.
do appreciate that our site is unique and this can be a
Staﬃng
challenge however a number of vehicles are parked and
I am delighted to be able to report that we will be indeed driven irresponsibly and dangerously and this
welcoming Mrs Whiaker and Mrs Rosser back to places our children in harms way. Please take par$cular
school a9er maternity leave from Monday 16th April. care on Wimborne Road, in the school car park and when
Mrs Whi#aker will return to work on a Wednesday to using the school drop-oﬀ layby.
Friday and will re-join our Senior Leadership Team. She
Well done - Special Recogni-on Award Winners
will tutor 6JD during the Summer Term. We also
Rebecca Brown Year 8 - who has now raised more than
welcome Mr Dines as a full -me permanent member of
£1,824.50 for Dreamﬂight.
our teaching team from the start of the Summer Term.
Miss Giles for her hard work seBng up a fantas$c new
He will teach 5VB for the remainder of this academic
Art teaching room.
year. We have also appointed Mrs Ball who will join us
Morgan Barringer Year 7 - who ﬁnished 2nd in South
teaching in Key Stage 2 from September 2018 as the new
West trampolining compe$$on.
academy year begins. We look forward to welcoming her
Cole Edwards - For his hard work and determina$on in
to our staﬀ.
lessons.
As this term ends we will be saying goodbye to Miss Zak O’Loughlin Year 6 - who achieved best overall score
Shaw who has decided to take a break from teaching. We in the Junior Group 2017 from Parkstone Gun Club.
wish her all the very best for the future and thank her for
I do hope that you enjoy the Easter break with your
her hard work during her year with us.
families.
School Improvement Work
Those of you who follow us on Twi#er will have seen that Kind regards
children have now moved in to our new Art room. This
teaching space has signiﬁcantly improved our provision in Mr M. Legge - Headteacher
this subject area and it is wonderful to see the children
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A Rights Respec-ng School - Our Chari-es - Spring/Summer 2018
In whole school assembly on Tuesday 6th March I spoke with pupils and staﬀ (with a li#le help from the
School Council and members of our staﬀ) about some current ini$a$ves that our school will be involved in
and the chari$es that we could support. We talked about the following ar$cles from the United Na$ons
Conven$on on the Rights of the Child—UNICEF Children’s Rights and responsibili$es.
Arcle 24: Children have the right to good quality health care, to clean water, nutrious food, and a clean
environment, so that they will stay healthy. Rich countries should help poorer countries achieve this.
Arcle 27: Children have a right to a standard of living that is good enough to meet their physical and
mental needs. The Government should help families to provide this.
Arcle 31: All children have a right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of acvies.
We will be suppor$ng Sport Relief, Soccer Aid (Unicef) and the NSPCC for the remainder of this school
year. We will also take part in the Big Pedal and the Daily Mile which are aimed at pupils being ac$ve at the
start of their school day during key weeks across the school year.
During the week beginning 19th March all pupils will take part in the Daily Mile each day for Sport Relief.
Children will complete this during morning registra$on and can bring a pair of trainers to school to wear for
this event. Pupils can make a dona$on to take part for the week or pay an amount each day. All funds
raised will be for Sport Relief.
In the week of Monday 23rd April pupils will have the opportunity to take part in the Big Pedal 2018.
Further details will be shared near to this event.
In the week beginning 21st May children will again complete the Daily Mile each day with funds being
raised for the the NSPCC who will be delivering valuable workshops for our pupils in Key Stage 2 in the
Summer Term. All pupils in years 7 and 8 have already taken part in these.
On Friday 8th June Mr Miller and Miss Stark will provide an opportunity during the day for all pupils to
support Soccer Aid to raise funds for Unicef.
And ﬁnally during our ac$vity week (week beginning 16th July) children will have a further opportunity to
take part in the Daily Mile.
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The informa-on below is aimed at helping parents to understand our whole-school approach to ensuring that
children aend school regularly. We hope that this will answer some frequently asked ques-ons and reassure
families of the importance and beneﬁts of working in partnership with school and suppor-ng their children in
maintaining good aendance.

Step 1 - We will write to you when you child’s a#endance falls below 95%
Step 2 - If a#endance does not improve we will ask you to meet with either your
child’s Head of Year or a member of the Senior Leadership Team. This mee$ng is to
enable us to work with you to plan for how we will support you to improve your
child’s a#endance. A review period will be agreed with you and you will receive notes
from this mee$ng.
Step 3 - If your child’s a#endance con$nues to not improve you will then be invited to
a Panel Mee$ng with the Headteacher and LA A#endance Oﬃcer. It is at this point that
any decision to take ac$on will be made.
Did you Know that on 6th March 2018, 209 pupils had an aendance ﬁgure of 98% +
• Once

your child has an aendance ﬁgure below 95% an
absence will automa-cally be marked as unauthorised.
Suﬃcient medical evidence is required to change this coding.
Note: An absence may be marked as unauthorised even if
a(endance is above 95% if we do not have clear reasons to
authorise it.

Useful Reminders
Please maintain regular contact with school
about your child’s absence from school; this
will help us to support you and we will be able
to keep records across your child’s $me at
school.

• Each

school day contains two sessions and an a#endance
mark is awarded for each.
your child’s a#endance ﬁgure is below 90% they
become a persistent absentee.

• Once

your child has 10 sessions of absence due to holiday a
Penalty No-ce will be issued. Note: A ﬁne of £60 per pupil,
per parent will be issued.

• If

Did you Know that on 6th March 2018, 3 out of 4 children have an aendance ﬁgure above 95%+ ?
Current Whole School A#endance: 95.8% Target ﬁgure 2017-2018 - 96.1%
Actual 2015-2016 95.9%
Actual 2016-2017 95.9%
Year 5: 96.5%

Year 6: 96%

Year 7: 95.5%

Year 8: 95.3%
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There is always a lot going on in our school and some things never seem to get a
men-on. Here is a quick round up of some ...
School Disco
Friends of Lockyer’s will be holding a school
disco on Wednesday 28th March. Tickets go on
sale on Monday 19th March. Tickets cost £2 and
there will be a disco for each Key Stage.

Breakfast Club
Mr Birke# our Site Manager has been out and
about picking pupils up for school from 7:25am
each week since January to bring them to our
breakfast club. Well done to all pupils who have
a#ended this regularly.

Year 7 Poet Visit
Earlier in the month, pupils in Year 7 really enjoyed welcoming
award-winning performance poet, Ash Dickinson, to school. Ash
performed some of his own work before encouraging the children to write
their own poems on the theme of ‘Respect’. It was a great way to start
Year 7’s learning module on Poetry.

School Council
For the remainder of the academic year the
School Council will meet during whole school
assembly with either Mr Legge or Mr E#ling.
Each week we will have a topic for discussion
and hear pupils’ ideas for improving our school.

Student Governors
We currently have four
student governors who
a#end governors
mee$ngs every half
term to shape their
decision making.

E-Praise
All children have an E-Praise login. They can
review their successes with you, check their
a#endance, enter prize draws to be rewarded
for their hard work. They can download the
app to make checking even easier. We do hope
that you found E-Praise helpful when booking
parent evening appointments.

E-Safety Informa-on Evening
A really impressive hall full of parents joined Mr West
for his E-Safety informa$on evening. Many thanks to
all of you who joined us and thank you to Mr West.
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School Sports Update
Congratula$ons to George Fleurie, Isla Dalton and Eva Welstead who, this weekend, competed for Dorset in the South of
England Indoor Sports Athle$cs ﬁnals, some great performances in a very strong compe$$on.
Also, congratula$ons to Henry Crocombe, Fergus Ball, Louise Parsey, Sophie Barrow and Alexis McNicholas who had a very
long and $ring day on Friday when they travelled to London to compete in the Na$onal Junior Indoor Rowing Finals. A fantas$c
achievement to reach the standards required to compete at a na$onal level!
Good luck to both the boys and the girls Under 13 Handball teams who will be compe$ng at the Dorset School Games Finals on
Wednesday in what we are sure will be a very compe$$ve tournament.
Finally, well done to our eight sports leaders and eight year 5 students who competed in the PEDSSA orienteering earlier in the
week. The year 5 were very keen and enthusias$c and were brilliantly helped by our sports leaders. Well done to you all!

Mr Miller and Miss Burke

Reminder: Please ensure that your child only has a healthy snack at break $me. No crisps or chocolate bars
should be eaten outside.

Key Dates 2018 - Spring and Summer 2018

March

Friday 23rd
Wednesday 28th

Report Card 2 sent home
Friends of Lockyer’s School Disco

April

Wednesday 18th
Thursday 19th

Year 8 Girls HPV vaccina$ons
Rights Respec-ng Schools Assessment Day

May

Monday 14th - Friday 18th

Year 6 SATs Week—Key Stage 2 Tes-ng

June

Monday 4th—Friday 8th
Monday 11th—Friday 15th
Friday 22nd
Wednesday 27th
Thursday 28th

Year 6 and 7 GL Assessment Week
Year 5 and 8 GL Assessment Week
Friends of Lockyer's Summer Fair 6pm - 8pm
New intake parent evening—7:00pm
Year 5 Greek Day

July

Thursday 5th
Friday 6th July
Thursday 12th
Friday 13th
Monday 16th - Friday 20th

Sports Day
Transfer Day
Reserve Sports Day - tbc
Report Card 3 Sent home
Whole school ac$vi$es week
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