SCHOOL YEAR!

STAFF TRAINING

During one of our September training days our staff attended a
valuable session on 'Making Sense of Autism' led by specialist
teachers Nicola Al Jassar and Lucy Brookes. The training
served as a brilliant reminder of the challenges that pupils with
autism face and focused on practical tools and strategies to

support them.

The session was a great success, equipping our team with new ideas
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and reinforcing existing best practices to help pupils with autism to

thrive.

Embedding autism-friendly strategies is something that we will continue to develop and work on over

the coming academic year.

AUTISM TRAINING FOR PARENTS
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We are really aware of the difficulties that
families and children are facing with the long
waiting lists to be assessed for autism. We know
that if a child is eventually diagnosed parents are
often left wondering how best to support their
child.

The link below is for a really helpful online
course for parents of children who have a
diagnosis of autism. However, parents of a child
on the waiting list for an autism assessment
might also find it helpful. The course is endorsed
by the National Autistic Society.

https:/lwww.recoverycollegeonline.co.uk/course
sladapt-after-diagnosis-of-autism-parent-
support-training/

SEND LIBRARY

Did you know that we have a dedicated SEND
library?

Our SEND library features an online catalogue
where you can browse and borrow a variety of
helpful resource books for you or your child to
use at home. Books can be borrowed for up to 3
weeks. Anyone is welcome to borrow from the
library.

You can view the full selection of books by using
the link below:

https:/lwww.lockyersmid.dorset.sch.uk/pagel?
title=SEND+Library&pid=312




VISUAL TIMETABLES O

Visual timetables can be a valuable resource for helping children to see what is going to happen over
the course of a day/week. They can be helpful for all children, not just those with special educational
needs.

Visual timetables are often used with children who are autistic as they help to reduce anxiety by
providing a clear structure and expectation. They can also be helpful for children who have SEN that
affect their ability to concentrate or organise themselves, such as attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD) or attention deficit disorder (ADD) and dyspraxia. Children who suffer from anxiety can

also find them useful.

All children at Lockyer’s Middle School have a tutor timetable however, some prefer to use a visual
timetable like the one below. These can be accessed using this link:

https:/lwww.lockyersmid.dorset.sch.uk/page/?title=Visual+Timetables&pid=309

Empowered Parenting Path
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MEET THE TEACHING ASSISTANT - MRS JEWELL

What inspired you to become a teaching assistant?

| have always been a compassionate and caring person. When it comes to children’s learning and their
ability, | feel passionately that with the right support they can achieve. When my daughter started nursery
| wanted a job that fitted in with family life and an opportunity came up to work in a special needs school
supporting children with complex needs and autism. That was thirty years ago now!

What hobbies do you enjoy outside of school?
I enjoy going away in my motor home with my husband and my two golden retrievers. We love to walk
and see different parts of the country.

What is your favourite book to read with pupils?
| adore ‘The Mousehole Cat’ by Antonia Barber. Despite the storm and hardships, the story emphasises
maintaining hope and perseverance. It inspires us to stay resilient.

Do you have a favourite quote or saying that inspires you?

(19
Always remember you matter,
you're important, you are
loved, and you bring to this
world things no one else can.

”

— Charlie Mackesy, The Boy, the Mole, the Fox, and the Horse

COFFEE MORNINGS
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The Year 5 SEND parent and carers
coffee morning will take place on
Wednesday, 3" December at 9:30.

. More information will follow closer

to the time!
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